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Who are we?  
 

Central is a vibrant, creative church of all ages in the heart of Edinburgh with a vision to love 
the city, be family together and follow Jesus. 

We love Edinburgh - Edinburgh is our home and we want to love and serve the people that 
live in this city. We believe that God’s love can transform lives and communities, and we want 
to see that happening in the places that we live. 

We are family together - we are different kinds of people from different places who share our 
lives generously with each other. 

We are following Jesus - we call ourselves disciples because the most important thing in our 
lives is to learn how to do what Jesus said to do. 

 

History  

Formerly Morningside Baptist Church, in 2011 the church purchased a new building from the 
Edinburgh Methodist Church called ‘Central Hall’. Central Hall is in the Tollcross area of 
Edinburgh on the edge of the city centre.  In 2012 the church changed its name to ‘Central’. 

 

Membership 

Each year the church family (aged over 16) are asked to 
commit to being members of Central. Members are 
encouraged to participate in a regular gathering, 
become part of a community and serve in a ministry 
area in the church alongside praying and participating 
in giving.  Members attend termly meetings to hear 
updates and presentations from the Leadership Team, 
seeking agreement on some proposals and voting on 
some key decisions such as the election of elders.   

There are currently 244 signed-up members, 110 
regularly engaged/non-members, and a further 200 
(Approx.) people who are connected in to 
Communities and/or gatherings who are as yet non-
members. There are 75 registered 0-18 year olds. The 
predominant age of those who are non-members but 
regularly engaged are between 18-30.  
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Leadership Structure  

Central is led by a team of 8 voluntary Elders who are also Trustees and 5 paid Senior Leaders. 
These roles include: 

- Executive Pastor 

- Operations Director 

- Communications and Creativity 

- Communities and Pastoral Care 

- Worship and Gatherings. 

There are a further 15 members of staff across the Church team, and an Internship programme 
(currently 4 people for 2021-22 ministry year) 
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What do we believe? 
 

We believe there’s only one God, who made and rules over everything, who is perfect, 
powerful, knows everything, has no beginning and will never end. God is in relationship with 
himself – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – three persons, one God. 

 

Father 

The Father is love. God reveals Himself in the bible as a gentle, forgiving Father, intimately 
involved with each and every detail of our lives. He’s compassionate, holy, patient and just. He 
keeps his promises and answers our prayers. God made everyone in His image, capable of 
knowing Him and He wants everyone He made to know him.  

 

Son 

God is so committed to showing us exactly who he is that he has written himself into the story 
of world history as a man – Jesus. We see what God is like by seeing what Jesus did, what He 
said, and the way He related to other people. Jesus is the Son of God. He came to earth fully 
man and fully God, born of a virgin. He lived a life without sin and chose to go to the cross to 
deal with our sin. Jesus encouraged people to follow Him and called them his disciples. Jesus 
welcomed in the Kingdom of God as heaven on earth. He rose from the dead on the third day 
and ascended to heaven where he sits at the right hand of God. He will return in power and on 
that day those who have believed Him will be with God forever, and those who do not will be 
separated from Him in hell. 

 

Spirit 

The Spirit draws alongside us with direct communication from God’s heart to ours. Because we 
are God’s children, we can hear His voice. As we participate with the Holy Spirit’s mission to 
heal, restore and redeem the broken parts of our lives and this world, He brings the very power 
and presence of God into our lives. The Holy Spirit enables us to follow Jesus and represent 
Him, sharing His heart with others in word and action. 

 

The Cross 

God’s world and people are broken. Sin is a reality that we grapple with every day. On the cross, 
Jesus died for sinners. In His dying and rising again, He freed us, defeating His enemy and ours, 
Satan, and making it possible for us to live in relationship with the Father again, forgiven for 
every sin.  
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Jesus’ Resurrection 

When Jesus rose from the dead, the power of Christ triumphed over evil and now lives in us 
today. Because He is alive, we can all live in freedom and with power. Life in all its fullness is 
available to us.  

 

God’s Word 

The Bible shows us Jesus and tells the story of who God is and what He does. We see how God 
has been faithful and powerful among his people down through the generations. Our church 
community is committed to making the story of Jesus – told throughout the whole Bible – the 
starting point and guide for the way we live, the ultimate standard of truth. We want to teach, 
train, stretch and challenge each other as we allow the story of God to live in us and spill out of 
us.   

 

His Kingdom 

A kingdom is any place where the king is in charge. Jesus came declaring that the kingdom of 
God is at hand – that God’s power and influence was breaking into the world we live in. We see 
glimpses of the kingdom around us – in ourselves, and in the people we meet. As disciples of 
Jesus today, we seek, embrace and build His kingdom here. 

 

The Church 

Anyone who follows Jesus belongs to His church. Local church exists to help disciples share their 
lives with unbelievers, provide a community to pursue God together, and support and 
encourage each other in faith and in gifts. Celebrating communion and baptism are important 
parts of church.  
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What do we value?  

 

 

Spiritual Maturity 

Our primary call is to be disciples and leaders who are prayerful, who worship and bear fruit as 
we are rooted in Jesus (John 15: 5). 

Care 

We are to love one another and those in our city through serving those who are hurting, in need 
and craving friendship (1 John 4: 7). 

Sharing Jesus 

We have a privilege and responsibility to share the hope we have in Jesus and want to do this 
in a creative and courageous way (Matt 28: 18-20). 
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What is our vision? 

 

Loving Edinburgh 

Being Family 

Following Jesus 

 

“A family of Communities 
on mission who scatter 

across the city and gather 
at Central Hall.” 

 

Loving Edinburgh 

Edinburgh is our home and we want to love and serve the people that live in and around this 
city. We believe that God’s love can transform lives and communities, and we want to see that 
happening in the places that we live. Empowered disciples who live confident, Jesus-centred 
lives wherever they are, make the difference. 

Our Communities are vital – groups of people gathering around a common focus, desiring to 
be and love like Jesus, to the people, networks and places they go.  

We want to plant churches, loving and dwelling in the parts of the city that God shows us. We 
would love there to be a vibrant church which loves Edinburgh, does family and follows Jesus in 
every community.  

 

Being Family 

We are family together – we are different 
kinds of people from different places who 
share our lives generously with each other. 
We choose to follow Jesus, and being a 
member of his body – his family – is what flows 
out of what we believe about Him. We are all 
ages and backgrounds, different in every way 
possible. We are loving Jesus and each other 
– we can’t do one without the other. 

 

Following Jesus 

We are following Jesus. We’re here because of Jesus. We want to get as close to Him as we 
can and be as much like Him as possible. We call ourselves disciples because the most 
important thing in our lives is to learn how to do what Jesus said to do. We really want to 
take Jesus’ commission seriously and live for Him and for His glory. We are missional 
disciples – people who love Jesus, live for Jesus, and show and help others to do the same.  
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How do we do this?  

As a church we are Communities who scatter across the city to live as disciples (Up, In and Out). 
We also gather at Central Hall as a larger family of Communities to worship, be re-envisioned by 
God and encourage one another with testimony and prayer.  

 

We are seeking to see our vision became a reality through the following:  

We Scatter 

- We seek to boldly share Jesus in our daily 
lives, workplaces, and through our 
friendships. 

- Communities (both neighbourhood and 
network) are our primary way of being the 
Church within our city. These are places of 
worship, belonging, discipleship and 
mission.  There are around 450 people 
meeting in Communities 

- We also want to respond to the needs and opportunities within our city in the aftermath 
of COVID-19 with entrepreneurial missional initiatives alongside our Communities. 

- We recognise that some of the above Communities and missional initiatives will 
become church plants. 

 

A range of communities can be found on the website - centralchurch.co.uk/communities 

https://www.centralchurch.co.uk/communities/#about-missional-communities
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We Gather 

Alongside the scattered ministry we want to continue to gather as a family of Communities. 
This a place to prepare us to be sent out as missionaries across Edinburgh. 

We do this through: 

- Being a people of His presence through worship 
- Sharing stories of what God is doing in and through His people 
- The body of Christ using its gifts spiritually to equip one another 

We have continued with gatherings every Sunday during lockdown.  These have been online 
but, as restrictions have lifted, we returned to a hybrid approach with some people Gathering 
in person and some people Gathering online. During 2020 and into 2021 we consistently had 
185 homes join live for one or other of the different Sunday Gatherings online. 

Since April 2020 the kids’ team has pre-recorded a 20-minute family Gathering which has been 
presented at 10:30 AM, which has now finished.   

The 9:15 Gathering is a smaller and shorter gathering and tends to have more senior members 
although there is a variety of age groups.  This Gathering has just begun to meet again in 
person.  

10:30 Gathering - currently live in person and online this has a variety of age groups but most 
families with primary age children would participate in this gathering. 

19:00 Gathering - currently live and in-person this Gathering tends to attract more young 
adults and students although there is a range of people and age groups. 

We’re just beginning our new Sundays rhythm of gathering and scattering from September 
2021, which is: 

- Our Communities have rhythms each month to worship, disciple one another and serve 
their particular mission field.  

- On the first Sunday of the month, we are ALL IN together for one Gathering.  This is a 
chance for the whole church to come together to share food, share stories and worship 
God, celebrating what He is doing amongst us. 

- On the last Sunday of the month, we have our ALL OUT Sunday where Communities meet 
in their particular context. The Central Café is open to serve the local area.  

- On the middle Sundays of the month, 2nd, 3rd (and 4th in a 5 Sunday month) we have 
Gatherings which represent and equip the different demographics of our church family 
(much like our previous rhythm), meeting at different points in the day (09:15, 10:30 & 
19:00), with worship, teaching and prayer, vibrant kids’ work and relevant youth work. We 
will also encourage Communities to use these other Sundays as a space as a step towards 
planting, if and when it feels that God is calling them into this. 
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Prayer & Prophecy 

Over the past year we’ve seen a real commitment to prayer across our whole church family. 
The pandemic has brought with it many challenges but one of the greatest encouragements is 
that as a church we have met those challenges with a greater reliance on prayer. This has 
included 

● Several online 24-7 Prayer Weeks;  

● Several prayer walks being facilitated; 

● Meeting weekly to pray over Zoom as a church family since the start of lockdown in 
March 2020; 

● Prayer Ministry teams have continued to serve and bless others on a Sunday over zoom; 

● Prophetic Appointments relaunched in the Autumn with an online and in-person option 
(as restrictions allow).  
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Worship & Creativity 

Encounter remains a core part of what it means for us to be gathered church, meeting with 
God by Holy Spirit as we pursue Him together in times of worship. 

The worship ministry at Central includes:  

- Writing songs, e.g. during the lockdowns the songs “Here with me” and “Faith not 
Fear” were written and introduced to the church family.  

- Equipping more people to lead times of worship in homes and in Community, through 
offering training and YouTube resources to help all of us to facilitate times of worship to 
God while we remain scattered around the city. 

We love to be creative at Central - we are children of the Creator God, and we love to use our 
gifts to tell other people about God's love for them, and help them encounter Him. In this 
recent season this has looked like creating content for our online Gatherings and producing 
creative resources for our church family, to writing new songs and Central Hall’s shop window 
installations.  

Songs recorded and written by Central Family: 

Central Kids EP (2019) - You Are An Adventure  

Central Church EP (2017) - Lift My Head   

 

Kids and Youth  

 

Kids 

We believe that children are valued individuals with a central place in God’s Kingdom. Raising 
up children who know God and want to make Him known is at the heart of all we aim to do. 
Whether in church, school, playgroup or at home, following Jesus, depending on his Spirit and 
loving the Father is what we’re about. 

We want to seek to create a place where kids know that they belong. Primarily through the 
Sunday programme with children in age specific groups, which was delivered through pre-
recorded Gatherings during the pandemic.  We also have specific all-age Gatherings 
throughout the year, providing a place for all ages and stages to come together and worship. 

Our church family is made up of Communities which seek to provide a place for families and 
children to learn and grow in faith together. In addition, Rooted Families is a weekly podcast 
which supports families in discipling their children. 

https://open.spotify.com/album/2ykHzejkvaMH1f4pftAl3s?si=-RyBTNmDS5yHIsoZajHCOw&dl_branch=1
https://open.spotify.com/album/761ftlDSSLw1o2vFzNanp5?si=LdHW2VrvQja5oQj4PVzlxg&dl_branch=1
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Youth 

Our vision is for our young people to know a deep-rooted security in Jesus, built upon God’s 
love for them. As they discover how much He values them, they’ll have the confidence to take 
risks, dare to dream and make huge leaps of faith. This exciting and scary adventure is not to 
be done alone – This is the body of Christ, living it out together!  This is done through Tribes!, 
which are small groups meeting every two weeks. Building family through ‘Hangouts!’ which 
are social nights with a focus on relationship, fun and invitation! These take place fortnightly on 
Fridays. Youth are mentored in one to one or group settings to encourage, equip and support 
them in their walk with God.  

 

 

Students and Young Adults  

 

Students 

The student ministry has a focus on Communities. This is the space where students can mature 
in their faith; where they can invite friends who are exploring and where more vulnerable 
students can know that they belong. 

During 2020-21 we have had 79 students and 61 of them were committed and engaged in one 
of our 6 different student Communities. 
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Young adults 

We currently have seven Communities that are oriented towards the 20s and 30s age range. 
We have seen some Communities engage with different resources such as Rooted, journeying 
along with the Sunday preaching series or using other external resources such as the Calling 
Lab. 

 

Care  

We have a number of existing and developing ministries, which seek directly to love and support 
those in poverty, particularly in finances, relationship and mental health.  

Christians Against Poverty (CAP) - The Edinburgh branch of this national debt support charity is 
based at Central with 3 members.  

Soul Food offers a free, hot meal to anyone who needs it. Between launching in July 2020 and 
February 2021, 1000 hot meals were provided. 

 

Clothesbank+ started in October 2020 in response to the pandemic. We could see from the 
CAP ministry and from Soul Food that there was a need, and that many in our city cannot afford 
to buy themselves and their families appropriate clothing. We have partnered with Edinburgh 
City Mission on this project.  

Central Counselling Service offers individual therapy and couples’ counselling to anyone over 
the age of 18 years of age. We seek to be a helpful presence in the heart of the local community 
that is accessible to everyone. We are blessed to have a wonderful team of 15 counsellors and 
a cohort of students in training. Most of our students are training to Diploma level with Vital 
Connexions here in Edinburgh. 

Central Café launched in the Auditorium space at Central Hall, which opened just before 
Christmas 2020, but closed shortly afterwards cue to tightening of Covid restrictions. It has since 
reopened every Monday 10am-4pm. The café offers free drinks on a donation-based model for 
those who want to. The café is primarily a space for connection, belonging and relationship 
building with people who are particularly making use of our Care ministries.  
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Pastoral Care - We recognise that as part of our value to Care for those within and outside of 
our Church family, that the primary place to do this well is through Community. There is a 
Pastoral Care Team which meets regularly to ensure we radically love and care for all those 
across our Church Family through our Communities using our Care ministries and support 
structures/networks as required.   

 

Leadership and Training 

Internships - The aim of our internship year is to invest in and develop leaders who will grow in 
character, confidence in their identity, biblical understanding and missional vision for their life. 
Interns serve across many areas of church life.  Part of the internship year includes involvement 
with Training Hub - a ten month theological and leadership development programme which was 
birthed from Central, and has been led in partnership with the Baptist Union of Scotland for the 
past two years. 

Huddles - Nearly every Community Leader and other leaders in our churches are in Huddles. 
Huddles are groups of 4-8 leaders who meet regularly for encouragement, challenge and 
accountability in their leadership development. During 2020-21 there were over 100 people in 
25 Huddles which continued to run online.   

Leadership Conference - Every year leaders from across Central are invited to participate in a 
leadership conference and during 2020 this was conducted online. 

Further training opportunities are offered as the need arises. For example, over the last year 
there have been training opportunities such as the marriage course, pastoral care, mindfulness, 
and inclusivity/diversity training. 

 

Venue  

Central Hall has been a venue resource for gathering, working and sharing with the city for 
over 10 years. Central Church uses Central Hall for gatherings on Sundays and throughout the 
week, for teams to work and meet, alongside the Care ministries operations (e.g. Counselling 
Service, Clothesbank+, Café, etc)  

‘Central Venues’, whilst currently on pause due to Covid, is a venue hire enterprise, offering 
our state of the art facilities in a prime city centre location to individuals, organisations and 
companies across the city for their events and meetings. Clients have included; Scottish 
Government, NHS, Edinburgh Book Festival and the BBC.  

 

Networks and Partnerships 

Central works with other churches and is a member of the Baptist Union of Scotland. Central is 
a part of Cairn, a movement for discipleship and mission across the Celtic lands. Cairn was 
birthed from Central in 2015. You can find out more at www.cairnmovement.com.  

http://www.cairnmovement.com/
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Central seeks to work with other churches in the city and has relationship with: 

- Oxgangs Community Church (which was planted out of Central), led by former Central 
staff team member Aaron Elder and his wife Amy. 

- Stenhouse Baptist Church (which was replanted by a team from Central), led by former 
Central staff team member Thomas Dean and his wife Claudia. 

- Lighthouse Central - A church who gather at their Hub in Prestonpans and made up of 
Communities across East Lothian, led by former Central staff team member Hannah 
Montgomery and her husband Tom who is also on the Senior Leadership Team at 
Central.  

In pursuit of our mission, we work in partnership with other charities, some of which include:   

- Christians against Poverty (CAP) 
- Edinburgh City Mission (partner in running a Clothesbank+ which started during 

lockdown) 
- Edinburgh Food Project (operating a ‘Trussell Trust’ foodbank out of our Shop space at 

Central Hall) 
- Soul Food (started during lockdown) 
- Bethany Christian Trust 
- Alpha - we have run several Alpha courses including pioneering a kids alpha with the 

support of Alpha Scotland and ran several courses during the pandemic on Zoom. 

 

The Partnership Team remains primarily responsible for the church’s external giving to 
organisations, missions partners and to support short term mission. These include IJM 
(International Justice Mission), Shared Hope, Bethany Christian Trust. We are also in dialogue 
with BMS to direct our giving towards specific partnership with families overseas. This year as a 
church we have committed to give 10% of our budget away to others. 

 

Just Christmas  

Central runs an annual Christmas fundraising campaign called ‘Just Christmas’. It is an 
invitation to do Christmas differently, focussing on giving to others in recognition of the gift of 
life we have been given through Jesus. 

Since 2009, the church has raised over £270,000 for projects both at home and abroad.  

Christmas 2020 included a ‘Project Pants’ campaign which involved collecting the equivalent of 
34,103 items of underwear to give away to those in need across Edinburgh including through 
the new Clothesbank+ project. 


